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From the Pastor’s Desk

Rev. Chip Hines
Pastor

As some of you may know, a few weeks ago | lost a priest friend, Father Ed Doughty. His death at the age of 56 was
shocking, even though we knew he was ill and had been on health leave. The general impression given to his
friends and pretty much everyone else was that he would be okay. Clearly, Ed did not let on how sick he was and
sadly his heart wasn’t strong enough to keep going. The thing | loved about Ed the most was that he was a regular
guy. He was pragmatic and told it like it was, even if it hurt. Sometimes it did hurt because he could be blunt, but
most of the time his pragmatic, former Marine’s outlook on life helped many of us look at a problem a different
way.

Ed and | were pastors together in Medford, he at Saint Francis and | at Saint Joseph. We had a blast working to-
gether and competing with each other all for the greater glory of God and all in a fun, playful way. Ed loved a good
cigar and a drink, which are simple pleasures we both shared. Every year around the birthday of the Marine Corps,
he would invite some priests over for a dinner, which was always a fun night. | will miss those evenings.

My anniversary of ordination to the priesthood is May 22. | will have completed my 13t year in service to the Lord.
It has been filled mostly with great joy, but there have also been challenges. Would | change some things? Sure. |
know I’m not perfect and have made mistakes but as Ed once said in a homily, “Our mercy is God’s mercy.” If we
can always remember that statement, maybe we’ll all live better and kinder lives. We cannot always get our way,
we aren’t always the smartest person in the room and it is good that we know this. Ed knew this, | strive to remem-
ber this, and | hope all of us can realize this as we move forward on our faith journey.

God Bless, Fr. Chip
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