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Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
Mother of God
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And Mary kept all these things,
reflecting on them in her heart

Luke 2:19
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From the Pastor’s Desk

Rev. Chip Hines
Pastor

It’s a new calendar year and the world abounds with opportunity, so we make promises to ourselves and call them
resolutions. A resolution is defined as, “a firm decision to do or not to do something.” A firm decision, that sounds
important and final, yet how many people break those resolutions a few weeks into the new year or forget about
them altogether by February? Many do I’d guess, and I’'ve been there myself but | think that 2017 is a good year for
us to make a resolution as a parish, to make a firm decision to do something important and good.

| propose we look into our hearts and resolve to enter into service to our fellow man. The staff and the Collabora-
tive Pastoral Council will begin to formulate plans and opportunities for our parishioners. Some may be big and
many may be small, but we need to start doing something other than talking--we need to act. While Jesus is fa-
mous for his words, he also was a man of action. So | propose we be a community of action.

We have spent a lot of time looking inward but | think it’s time we put our prayers into action. | hope you will be
with us as it is going to be a part of our pastoral plan. But more importantly, | hope it becomes a part of who we
are as a parish community. Let’s not waste this gift of the new year with actions that do not promote the love that
Jesus Christ has for each one of us. Let’s be productive and prayerful. | resolve to be a better pastor and together
we should all resolve to be better Christians. | believe that this can and will be accomplished. The world will al-
ways give us challenges, let’s take this year and love like Jesus loves, with our whole hearts and minds, with unity
and peace. Happy New Year, my friends!

Fr. Chip



