eek first the kingdom (of God) and his
righteousness, and all these things will be
given you besides. Do not worry about

tomorrow.” /1l i 6:33:34
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From the Pastor’s Desk

Rev. Chip Hines
Pastor

A Note from Fr. Joe
Spring is coming! | promise. | know the back-to-back snow storms a couple of weekends ago brought a sinking feel-
ing to me that we might be in for a repeat of the endless winter of 2015. Thank goodness since that time we have
been having a kinder and gentler winter. As my father used to say, once we get to March we’ve made it. “March
snow melts fast!” was his saying. So just keep repeating to yourself: spring is coming, spring is coming, spring is
coming...
Spring brings with it the promise of new life. This promise of new life is also a promise of the Season of Lent that
begins this week on Ash Wednesday. Far from being a time of guilt and somberness, these 40 days of Lent should be
a fresh opportunity for us to renew our relationship with God and one another. Lent begins with ashes. Ashes not
only remind us of who we are - but also who we are meant to be.
“Remember that you are dust and to dust you shall return.” This sober reminder paves the way for renewal. Our life is
a gift from God and we can only truly live when we connect with the source of life. Christ himself says, “without me,
you can do nothing.” (John 15:5). This is who we are. Ashes also help us to think and pray about who we are called to
be - “Repent and believe in the Gospel.” (Mark 1:12-15) These words are a call to be transformed by the Good News
of God and God’s presence in our lives.
There would be no ashes without fire. And all of us children of God were created by a divine spark of God’s life and
yet, all fires cool and fade. During Lent we get a chance to rekindle the flame of God’s living and loving presence in

our lives. During Lent we need to fan the flame of God’_



