Upcoming Events

/ﬁ iy :Matt}leW13 September 25th @ 2pm

Roman Catholic Collaborative Parishes of Walpole Mass & Heali ng Service
Blessed Sacrament

October 1st @ 9am-3pm

St. Mary Parish Holiday Fair

St. Mary’s Parish Center Hall
October 2nd @ 1:30 pm
Blessing of the Animals

Bird Park - All Pets Welcome
October 2nd @ 12:30-3:30pm
“The Rock” Open House

St. Mary’s Rectory Lower Level
October 21st @ 7pm

Talent Showcase

St. Mary’s Parish Center Hall

(see inside for more info)

hen Abraham said, 'If
they will not listen to
Moses and the prophets,
neither will they be
persuaded if someone

should rise from the dead.'
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Matthew 13 Catholic Collaboratiuve September

From the Pastor’s Desk

Rev. Chip Hines
Pastor

“Abraham said, ‘If they will not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded if someone should
rise from the dead.””

Jesus was doing a little foreshadowing in this particular Gospel passage, wasn’t he? He knew that even when He
rose from the dead there would still be people who wouldn’t believe.

Guess what? That’s true even today. Yes, there are people who do not believe that Jesus died and rose from the
dead. For those of us who do believe, it is unfathomable to us that people cannot find it in their hearts to try and
understand the mystery of the Gospels. We find them so compelling, we find Jesus Christ so compelling, and we
know that He has worked His love in our lives and have seen the evidence for ourselves.

That is why evangelization is so important, because we must share our personal stories with others. Itis these per-
sonal stories that people find more compelling than words on a page, even when the word on the page is from God
Himself. Conversion of hearts will occur when all of us are willing to put ourselves on the line for Jesus. When we
are willing to finally stand up in our community and say exactly what we believe, with no fear of the mocking and
the jeering that might come our way, then and only then will we truly be converting the minds and hearts of the
people.

We must be willing to live out the truth of the Gospel with no fear. Jesus says, “Be not afraid!” and yet we are. An
alternative to fear, in my mind, is unbelief. That alternative scares me! | find it far more frightening that we have
people in our parishes coming to Mass every week, who are just hedging their bets. That strikes fear in me because
it is a more daunting task to convert the cynical than to reach the hearts of those who believe that God exists, but
don’t know what to do.

Let us pray this week for the conversion of the cynical and for the fortitude to evangelize those who long for the
love Christ in their lives. May God bless us all!
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